About the exterior....

The limestone building was designed as "a sermon in stone”
to honor God and welcome God's people. The straight, vertical
lines suggest our reaching toward God.

The downward-flowing lines in the terra cotta symbolize
the outpouring of God's love. The sixty-two praying hands are
open, confident of receiving divine grace. The seven-pointed
stars are reminders of the seven virtues: patience, purity,
knowledge, long-suffering, kindness, love, and truth.

Distinctive angled arches suggest God's blessing
on allwho pass through. The arched formis also used
in doors, windows, etched glass, and brass hardware.

Figures above the exterior entrances depict our United
Methodist heritage. On the north are the founders of Method-
ism - Suzanna, John, and Charles Wesley. On the south are
circuit riders - Francis Asbury, William McKendree, and “the
unknown riders,” who started churches across America.

The tower is 255 feet high, with fifteen floors.

A Brief History...

Started in 1893 by the Rev. E. B. Chenoweth, the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South first metin a brush arbor north of the
railroad yard, then in a plain wooden structure at the same lo-
cation. A brick church followed at Second & Cincinnati, thenin
1907 the congregation built a three-story building with marble
columns at Fifth & Boston and renamed themselves "Boston
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, South.”

By 1925 the congregation had again outgrown its building.
After a nationwide search, the Building Committee turned to Dr.
Adah Robinson, a Tulsa artist, who created the current design.
The congregation moved into this present building in 1929. It
was completed at a cost of $1.5 million.

The tower offices and elevator were completed in 1963, and
the Children’s Building was added two years later. It was at that
time the largest cantilevered building west of the Mississippi.

The columbarium was opened in 2000, then the
38,000-square-foot Jubilee Center added classrooms and
recreational facilities in 2002.

Visitors are always welcome!

Worship services - Sundays, 9:00, 10:00 & 11:00 a.m.
11:00 service is televised live on KTUL-TV, Channel 8.

Watch sermon videos and podcasts on our website.
13th Street Worship & Communion Services 11:30
Sunday School classes - 9:50 a.m.

Opportunities for children:
Weekday School for preschoolers
Rotational Sunday School
LIFE Wednesday fellowship and learning groups
Vocal choirs for 4 year olds through elementary
Summer camps and activities

For Youth:

Confirmation and Sunday School
Wednesday fellowship groups
Regular mission projects and trips
Summers filled with camps and activities
Chapel Choir sings every Sunday in the 9:00
service and goes on tour each summer

For Adults:
Sunday School classes
United Women in Faith, United Methodist Men
Bible studies, Local mission outreach & mission
trips, Support Groups, Chancel Choir sings in
the 11:00 service and performs major works like
Handel's Messiah.

Special Programs & Events:
Tulsa Theatre Works, Sistema Tulsa

Advent Workshop, Easter Eve Service &
Egg Hunt, Christmas Eve Service of the Bells

To learn more, please visit our website, bostonavenue.org

OBO00

Welcome!

Walking tour
guide

We hope
you enjoy your visit!
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The First Floor...

(1) Bishops' Hall, the glassed area between the main
building and Children’s Building, was once a porte cochere.
The hall's east center doorways lead into

(2) the columbarium and outer doorways lead to the
Children’s Building and Jubilee Hall. East stairs lead down
to the driveway beneath the Children’'s Building. The large
stairway on the west leads to the sanctuary level.

(3) Center Hall (west of Bishops' Hall] features photo-
graphs and detailed explanations of the building's symbolism,
and a portrait of the building designer, Adah Robinson.

(4) Community Hall is used for large gatherings, theater
productions, and dinners.

All appointments have been designed with the hope of
creating a place that is honest, harmonious, and
spiritualized; that those who may not respond through
their reason and those who may not react through their
emotion, may at least through visualization be moved to a
higher conception of the Presence of Divine Power.

- Dr. Adah M. Robinson, designer

5) The Sanctuary...

All lines in the sanctuary - aisles, choir loft, etc. - lead to the
pulpit, emphasizing the importance of preaching God's word.

Light, a major symbol, represents spiritual growth. As sunlight is
essential to physical growth, so divine light is inherent to each
person’s spiritual growth. The color and design are created to give
maximum light. The circular dome symbolizes the infinite.

The 750,000-piece front mosaic forms an aura of light radiat-ing
from the center cross, then mirrors the design in the windows. The
13-foot bronze cross symbolizes the resurrected Christ as the
indentation gives the impression that a figure once hung there.

Downward-flowing lines in the windows symbolize the outpouring of
God's love. Two flowers indigenous to Oklahoma are also included in
the window design to signify vital, growing Christianity.

The coreopsis, which grows in the driest soil,
symbolizes the hardiness and joy of the Christian faith.
The tritoma, or torch lily, with its unusual downward
blossoms, represents the generosity of the faith. Its
strong stem symbolizes the strength of the church. coreopsis

The beautiful Foley-Baker pipe organ (2019) is a
rebuild of the 1961/87 Moller organ. The exposed pipes

reflect the angled arches of the doorways, suggesting

God's blessing on all who enter. The organ now includes
63 stops, 76 ranks, and 4355 pipes which are controlled
by a four-manual console with electro-pneumatic action

and solid state combination action.
A National Historic Landmark.
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The Second Floor (sanctuary level)...

(6) The long marble hallway on the east side of the sanctuary,
known as Great Hall, was originally built as the "social lobby" for
church gatherings and receptions. The wonderful acoustics make
it a perfect setting for special Advent and Lenten worship services
today.

(7) Art deco mosaics at either end of the hall were added for
the church’s Centennial Celebration in 1993. Each weighs about
3,000 pounds and consists of a quarter of a million tiles.

The north mosaic depicts how God is revealed in the Hebrew
scriptures and includes the burning bush, Torah scrolls, prophet’s
staff, and the name for God used most often in Hebrew worship.

(8] The south mosaic symbolizes God's love as revealed in
the Christian scriptures - the darkened cave where Jesus was
born, the star announcing his birth, and the stylized cross. The
two sacraments of the Protestant tradition are also depicted - the
water for baptism and the wheat and grapes for Holy Communion.
Radiating triangles remind us of the triune God - Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

(9] Lines in the Rose Chapel are straight, as opposed to the
curved lines in the sanctuary. The three carved figures in the organ
screen denote the chapel's function: meditation, ceremony, and
worship. Windows convey impressions of comfort and peace, and
are reflected in the carpet borders in the adjoining parlor (10,
which is used for receptions and as a welcome area for guests.





